Management of the sick neonate with suspected heart disease.
A proportion of symptomatic neonates with congenital heart disease have lesions requiring urgent stabilisation. Despite increasing antenatal diagnoses, the importance of early recognition of symptomatic neonates is highlighted by the fact that up to 10% of all deaths in congenital heart disease continue to occur in children undiagnosed at the time of death. Specific anatomical knowledge of the many complex lesions is not required for good early management. The focus of this article is the specific symptom complexes in critically ill neonates with congenital heart disease, initial management strategies for stabilization and transfer to specialist centres, and issues in the ongoing preoperative care.